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it encourages their taste for commerce and manu-
factures.
This spirit may be observed even among the richest
members of the community. In democratic countries,
however opulent a man is supposed to be, he is almost
^always discontented with his fortune, because he
finds that he is less rich than his father was, and he
fears that his sons will be less rich than himself. Most
rich men in democracies are therefore constantly
haunted by the desire of obtaining wealth, and they
naturally turn their attention to trade and manu-
factures, which appear to offer the readiest and most
powerful means of success. In this respect they share
the instincts of the poor, without feeling the same
necessities ; say rather, they feel the most imperious
of all necessities, that of not sinking in the world.
In aristocracies the rich are at the same time those
who govern. The attention which they unceasingly
.,-devote to important public affairs diverts them from
* the lesser cares which trade and manufactures de-
mand. If the will of an individual happens never-
theless to turn his attention to business, the will of the
body to which he belongs will immediately debar him
from pursuing it ; for however men may declaim
against the rule of numbers, they cannot wholly
escape their suay ; and even among those aristo-
cratic bodies which most obstinately refuse to acknow-
ledge the rights of the majority of the nation, a private
majority is formed which governs the rest.
In democratic countries, where money does not lead
those wrho possess it to political power, but often
removes them from it, the rich do not know how to
"spend their leisure. They are driven into active life
by the inquietude and the greatness of their desires,
by the extent of their resources, and by the taste for
what is extraordinary, which is almost always felt